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Abstract
Class struggle is a community of human beings that reacting to the social conflicts
like inequality and oppression that occur in a society. There are two opposing sides
in the class struggle, that are the working-class and the bourgeoisie. The movie, Les
Miserables, directed by Tom Hooper, is appropriate because the characters and
setting in this film portray the working class's life in struggling with the oppressions.
A class struggle research is an important subject to be explored. Class struggle
shows the working class's efforts to obtain its rights and social welfare. The
researcher uses qualitative analysis as the methodology to analyze the issues
represented in the movie. The writer uses Marxist theory to support this research and
the analysis was applied library research by using data from books and sources on
the internet. In this study, the ideas of Marxism theory: the theory of class struggle
and oppression are implemented.
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Abstrak
Perjuangan kelas adalah komunitas para manusia yang bereaksi terhadap konflik
sosial seperti ketidakadilan dan penindasan yang terjadi dalam masyarakat. Ada dua
pihak yang berlawanan dalam perjuangan kelas, yaitu kelas pekerja dan kelas borjuis.
Film Les Miserables yang disutradarai oleh Tom Hooper ini cocok karena karakter
dan setting dalam film ini menggambarkan kehidupan kelas pekerja yang berjuang
melawan penindasan. Penelitian perjuangan kelas merupakan subjek yang penting
untuk digali. Perjuangan kelas menunjukkan upaya kelas pekerja untuk mendapatkan
hak dan kesejahteraan sosialnya. Peneliti menggunakan analisis kualitatif sebagai
metodologi untuk menganalisis isu-isu yang direpresentasikan dalam film. Penulis
menggunakan teori Marxis untuk mendukung penelitian ini dan analisisnya adalah
penelitian kepustakaan terapan dengan menggunakan data dari buku dan sumber di
internet. Dalam studi ini, ide-ide teori Marxisme: teori perjuangan kelas dan teori
penindasan diterapkan didamnya.
Kata Kunci: Marxisme, Penindasan, Perjuangan Kelas, konflik sosial,
ketidaksetaraan
1. INTRODUCTION
One of the key elements of Marxist ideology by Karl Marx is class struggle, which
explains history's course in terms of the struggle between contrasting In antagonistic
socio-economic terminology, social classes groupings such as (feudalism,slavery, and
particularly capitalism). The tensions among Proletariat and bourgeoisie, working-class
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and landowner, All this reality leading class struggle has become a popular topic in
human existence. In the recent era, the class struggle still exists in real-life situations.
Through the class struggle, the capitalist class get rid of the limitations of Feudalism
themselves and became the powerful class in the community. The power differential
between the two classes causes problems in communities, such as inequalities faced by
the lower class (working class); low salaries earned as workers; improper life; and
oppression by the middle and upper classes or bourgeoisie. Then, because Upper-class
oppression, the class-consciousness of the working class is stimulated to struggle to
achieve social justice and equality within the political-economic system.
One of the film directors that concern about the issue of oppression is Tom Hooper.
He was born 5 October 1972 and big in England. One of the best works directed by Tom
Hooper is movie adaptations from Victor Hugo's French Historical Novel entitled Les
Miserables. In this movie, he concerns about class struggle, oppression, and capitalism.
This movie describing the social problems in the French revolution era, in which so many
societal issues and social inequalities exist here. This movie was released on 25
December 2012. In this movie, the author represents the conflict of the working class,
especially the main character Jean Valjean, and other characters dealing with oppression
that is done by capitalists and the bourgeoisie. The working class responds to do class
struggle and revolution to achieve freedom. The writer selects the movie because it
depicts the bourgeoisie's Oppression since they have greater power and wealth than the
working class. The movie also depicts how the characters portray the working class
fighting back for equality to live a better life.
There are several descriptions of the existing secondary sources based on literary
study. The first article by Octian, Y. (2015). It deals with Marxism Literary Criticism.
The key concept is class conflict, which is defined as The study employed qualitative
descriptive analysis as the method for analyzing the characteristics of both classes in the
movie. The second article by Wati, J. d. (2014). The key concept in Marxist Feminist
theory, which was defined as the role of women from an economic perspective. The data
analyzed by using a descriptive qualitative approach. The study concluded that women in
the family were more oppressed than in the community.
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The movie received various positive responses from the viewer. The appeal of the
movie is the element of a story itself, such as: the character and characterization, the plot,
and the style that represent in the story. The writer choose this movie because the plot
described very interesting. this movie uses a straight plot. The theme of this film are
suffering, hope and struggle. The movie is full of suffering, hope, and the struggle of
different characters with their respective goals in life. Les Miserables itself which means
miserable people. This film has a unique style, the author uses a song and poetry become
the dialogue between the actors. It makes the sensations of every scene more emotional.
The style is also accompanied by musicality that makes the idea of the story are delivered
interestingly.
The writer selects the movie because it depicts the oppression of the bourgeoisie
since they have greater power and wealth than the working class. The movie also depicts
how the main character, portrays the working class fighting back for equality to live a
better life.
Based on the background of the research, the objectives are arranged as follows (1)
To find out the characteristics of the character represented in the movie and the setting of
the film, (2) To recognize the upper class or bourgeoisie oppressions toward the working
class and (3) To find out the workers' reaction to the oppression.
2. METHOD
The type of study is literary study. It is a scholarly study in the literature. The study of
literary work to find out the relation between the literary work and the society. There are
2 objects study that will be examined in this study. The first is material object is a movie
entitled Les Miserables. The film was released with Tom Hooper as producer for this film
on 25 December 2012. The second is a theory of Marxism is used as a formal object in
this study. As discussed above, Marxist criticism mainly focused on different social
classes because Marxists believe there should be no classes in the community. The writer
uses text and images as the data. There a two data sources that are used, The first one is
the material object as primary data and the second is the previous study and other
documents related to the study as secondary data. In this study, the writer used document
analysis as a method to collect data. Furthermore uses note-taking and image-capturing
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as technique. In analyzing the data, the writer uses qualitative as a method. A literary
work is related to the social background of the author and the society where the work was
produced.
3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION
3.1 Findings
3.1.1 The Description Of Characters And Settings
A. Character Description
The characters in the film are categorized into two groups, main and secondary
characters, as the main character typically plays a major role in the movie.
The description of characters, which are characters of the working class and
characters of the bourgeoisie, is divided into two. To understand the crucial contrast
between the oppressed characters and the oppressors, these two separate kinds of
characters are required. However, since this movie focuses on the life of the
working class, most of the characters put forward by the author in this movie are the
working class.
1. The Working Class
a. Jean Valjean
Jean Valjean is the main character in this movie. He is a man who
was prisoned for 19 years after stealing a piece of bread to save his family
from starving. Finally, he was released from prison after he served various
punishments for his crimes.
VALJEAN: “My name is Jean Valjean” (Hooper, 2012, p. 4)
“I stole a loaf of bread my sister’s child was close to death
and we were starving.”
“Yes. It means I’m free.” (Hooper, 2012, p. 3)
Although he was free, but he's paroled just begun and he got an
itinerary letter as a sign that he is a dangerous man. Jean Valjean must
bring this letter and he has an obligatory to report it.
JAVERT: “Now Prisoner 24601. Your time is up and your
parole’s begun. This badge of shame. You’ll show it
everywhere. It warns you’re a dangerous man” (Hooper, 2012,
p. 3)
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In the movie, Jean Valjean is described as someone who is
generous and cares for charity. It can be seen when Jean Valjean walking
in the night at whorehouse to help beggars and women there. He also
invite Cossette (his adopted daughter) to share charity around their house.
This character is also depicted as someone religious. After he gets help
from the bishop in the church, he realized all the mistakes he has done and
promises to god he will be back in faith.
VALJEAN: “What have I done? Sweet Jesus, what have I done?
Become a thief in the night. Become a dog on the run! And have I
fallen so far” (Hooper, 2012, p. 11).
“I feel my shame inside me like a knife” (Hooper, 2012, p. 12).
It greatly affected the life of Jean Valjean. Whatever the
circumstances, he will always return to the god. He believes that whatever
he has is a gift from God and he must give it back.
b. Fantine
Fantine is a beautiful girl that works in the Jean Valjean factory in
Montreuil-sur-Mer. She has a daughter named Cossette that he had to take
care of. Due to economic needs, she had to get money and leave her
daughter in a bar where she comes from. She must paid a tax to the bar
owner routinely. This movie describes Fantine as an independent woman.
She is a single mom because her husband left her. Therefore he had to
bear all the needs of his family alone. Fantine is ready for anything to
support Cossette.
FANTINE: “Yes, it’s true there’s a child And the child is my
daughter And her father abandoned us, Leaving us flat (Hooper,
2012, p. 18)”.
She is also a very persistent person. After she was fired from the
factory where he worked, she looked for various ways to provide for his
son. She was willing to sell jewelry, hair, teeth, even his pride.
FANTINE: “What can I do? It pays a debt. Ten francs may save
my poor Cosette. Please, you wouldn’t have any work for me
would you? Please, I sold you my hair. I could do anything. The
hair crone points at the head whore and the tooth man Cosette”
(Hooper, 2012, p. 24).
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Because of all those accidents, Fantine walked out of the
whorehouse with tears and unsteady steps. Immediately he was also
seduced by a man who looked like a rich person. However, Fantine, who
was in pain, refused it with encouragement and claws. The Rich Man
complained to the police around them and they almost arrested Fantine.
c. Cossette
Cossette is the daughter of Fantine and became the adopted son of
Jean Valjean after he promised before the death of Cossette's mother.
Since childhood, poor Cossette was required to live independently without
her mother by her side. Even though she was young, she had to live a
tough life working as a cleaner at a bar. After being saved by Jean Valjean,
poor Cossette grew up to be a very beautiful woman. Even her beauty
surpassed her mother. She grew up to be an elegant, sociable, and
generous woman like her adoptive father. He followed his father sharing
for charity around his house.
Picture 1: Data of the Character
Not only beautiful and very kind, Cossette is also a loyal woman.
This was proven when he met a man named Marius who was a
revolutionary fighter. They both meet and fall in love, but circumstances
force them to separate. Finally, Cossette just waited for Marius with
resignation. After the war ended, Marius who was badly injured was
rescued by Jean Valjean who was Cossette's adoptive father. Marcius was




Javert is a law enforcer as well as a police inspector. He is known
as a cold-handed, cruel law enforcer, and also very strict in giving
punishment. After Jean Valjean was released on parole, he was always
under the supervision of the inspector. When Javert knew that Jean
Valjean was missing, he vowed to chase him to the end of his life and
would throw Jean Valjean for life in prison.
JAVERT: “There is no place for you to
hide. Wherever you may hide away. I swear to you, I will be there!”
(Hooper, 2012, p. 41).
Even though he is known as a mean person, Javert is a hard worker.
He was born in prison and all his life he was devoted to justice as well as
to the king.
Javert: “You know nothing of Javert! I was born inside a jail.
I was born with scum like you. I am from the gutter too” (Hooper,
2012, p. 40).
Javert is also very smart. When the war between the revolutionary
forces and the army will take place. He infiltrates the revolutionary forces
and claims he will help them win the war. However, his real intention was
to find out their battle plan and change their battle plans to what Javert's
said. Because of his ingenuity, he ordered the army to start attacks at night
when the revolutionary forces were off guard. Eventually, the war was
won by the army and almost all the revolutionary forces died except
Marcius.
Picture 2: Data of the Character Picture 3: Data of the Character
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Although Javert is an enforcer of justice, he also has high dignity
and self-esteem. At that time Jean Valjean who was also helping the
revolutionary forces release Javert so that he could escape. After that. He
felt indebted to Jean Valjean who saved his life, when he always treated
jean Valjean badly. Ashamed of himself and for justice, Javert eventually
collapsed by jumping into a large dam with a very strong current.
b. Marcius
Marcius was a revolutionary who are from the bourgeoisie. In this
film, it is told that he is a direct descendant of his rich grandfather. He was
forbidden by his grandfather to do things that endangered him. Marcius
ran away from his mansion and lived in an attic and was eager to help his
friends to make a revolution. He was very angry with the king who was
unfair to his people and also the troops from the government who always
cruel to the lower people.
EPONINE: “Hey there Monsieur what's new with you? Haven't
seen much of you of late. Planning no doubt to change the world?
Plotting to overthrow the state? Still living here in this old sewer.
Might as well doss down in a ditch. You still pretending to be poor
Everyone knows your Grandpa's rich” (Hooper, 2012, p. 54).
Even though he was from the bourgeoisie, he had earned the trust
of his comrades. He was able to invite the whole society to take part in the
revolution. Marcius is also good at igniting the enthusiasm of his friends
to remain persistent in carrying out these actions. He is a clever leader, he
is the mastermind behind all revolutionary plans. Starting at the event to
honor the death of general La Marque, he raised the revolutionary flag to
confront government troops and also ignited the fighting spirit of his
friends and society to start a revolution.
Picture 4: Data of the Character
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Just like Cossette, Marcius was also very loyal to her. This was
proven just before the war started, he sent a letter to Cossette expressing
his feelings. Marcius was eager to stay by his side, but he was determined
to complete his responsibilities.
“Dearest Cosette, you have entered my soul. And soon you will
be gone. Can it be only a day since we met And the world was
reborn? If I should fall in the battle to come”(Hooper, 2012, p.
90).
Marcius was also a brave person. When the war was raging, he
fought at the forefront of the barricades without fear of government troops
outnumbering the revolutionary forces themselves. When about to
experience defeat, Marcius desperately held a barrel full of gunpowder.
He planned to blow himself up with the commander and the rest of the
enemy troops who broke into the barricade. Finally, the commander was
repelled and decided to cancel the war. But the situation turned around
when all the revolutionary troops were off guard, the enemy attacked them
again with more troops and also carrying cannons to destroy the
barricades of the revolutionary troops. Instantly, the revolutionary army
suffered a big loss. Everyone died except him, this was because when
Marcius was dying, he was saved by Jean Valjean.
Picture 5: Data of the CharacterPicture 6: Data of the Character
After waking up, he was very grateful for Jean Valjean. He's
someone who doesn't forget to return the favor. When Jean Valjean was
leaving, Marcius promised not to say that to Cossette. Marcius also
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promised Jean Valjean that he would always look after Cossette until the
end of his life.
B. Setting Description
In stories and movies, one of the most key elements is the setting. There are two
kinds of setting that the films show. The first is the setting of time. This film takes
time after the 26th anniversary of the French revolution and when an unfair king
returns to the throne. In this film, it is said that there were 3-time skips in the
1815,1823,1832. The year 1815 tells the story of the beginning of Jean Valjean and
Javert. Jean Valjean, who was jailed for 19 years, and during that time he received
various harsh sentences from Javert. He stole a loaf of bread and got 5 years
imprisonment, the remaining 14 years are punishment for trying to escape from
prison.
VALJEAN: “I know the meaning of those nineteen years. A slave
of the law!”
JAVERT: “Five years for what you did, The rest because you
tried to
run. Yes, 24601!” (Hooper, 2012, p. 4).
After the time skip, in 1823 the story of Jean Valjean's success in becoming a rich
businessman and governor was told. He met again with Javert who was transferred
to the city, where Jean Valjean was there. At that time, it was introduced to a
supporting character named Fantine, a young mother who struggled to support her
child. Jean Valjean, who was very sorry for him, promised to save his daughter
named Cossette. After the tragic incident happened to Fantine, she unfortunately
died. After Fantine's death, Jean Valjean immediately kept his promise to take care of
Cossette.
FANTINE: “Take my child. I give her to your keeping”(Hooper,
2012, p. 39).
In 1832, Cossette, who has grown up, falls in love with a revolutionary army
named Marcius. After the war that raged that killed all revolutionary troops and also
residents except Marcius, they both married and followed where Jean Valjean was.
Finally, Jean Valjean died in his daughter's lap peacefully.
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The setting of place in this movie is Toulon, Montreuil, Paris. Based on the time
setting, those setting of place is very closely related to the events experienced by the
characters in this film. Every place in this film tells the vast difference in power
between landowners and workers and power holders and civilians.
3.1.2 The Oppressions Faced By Working Class Depicted Through Characters And
Settings
In the movie, the working class faces oppression in many ways, such as physically,
economically, and mentally as well. Becker stated that if there are two separate
groups in which one group is dehumanized by another group that may be stronger,
the injustice will occur. Discrimination, deprivation, exclusion, exploitation, and
dehumanization are part of oppression (Becker, 1992: 921).
In this movie, the oppressed group is part of the working class and the oppressor
is the bourgeoisie. The workers are dehumanized by the upper class, and being
discriminated against and even exploited. Through seeing the working conditions of
the workers and also their environment, the mechanisms of oppression can be studied.
In this analysis, the oppression is shown in two parts. Firstly, we can see the
oppressions represented by the characters; in this case, the writer examines the life
experiences of characters oppressed by the bourgeoisie in the book, which is the
working class. Secondly, by setting of place in the movie, the oppressions are
represented.
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A. Oppressions Reflected through Characters
In this part, The writer wants to examine the type of oppression that the characters
encounter. The writer refers to some characters who are oppressed by the bourgeois,
it is described in the first subchapter. In the movie, these characters experience
human exploitation, poverty in the family, starvation, and even death caused by
violence.
1. Exploitation
The oppression is seen by the exploitation controlled by people from
high society who are in power in the Toulon Port. They threatening the
prisoners to work the entire day at the port. The prisoners were enslaved
to do whatever was ordered by those in power without any salary.
Picture 7: Data of Exploitation Picture 8: Data of Exploitation
2. Marginalization
Even after finishing his prison term, Jean Valjean got parole which
indicated he was a dangerous person. So that wherever he is it will be
difficult to get a decent life and also a job.
.
Picture 9: Data of the Marjinalization
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After receiving the letter, he was ostracized and treated inappropriately
by others. While he was sleeping on the resident's teras, he was asked to
show the letter. When the house owner saw the words “extremely
dangerous” they immediately beat him.
3. Powerlessness
Even the characters in the movie can suffer oppression throughout the
powerlessness. This system allows the poor to be treated arbitrarily by
the bourgeoisie. This system became evident when Fantine finished
selling her gold, hair, and teeth. When he cried and groaned in pain, he
was treated indecently by the bourgeoisie. When Fantine refused, he was
immediately treated more indecently.
Fantine: “No, not at all!”. P30
Bamatabois: “You’ve got some nerve, you little slut! You’ve
got some gall!”
“It’s the same with a tart as it is with a grocer. The customer sees
what he gets in advance”
“It’s not for the whore to say “yes sir” or “no sir” (Hooper, 2012,
p. 30).
The bourgeoisie treats Fantine with disrespect, condescends, and even
throws chunks of snow into Fantine's clothes. Then he was so angry at
the bourgeois treatment, he scratched his cheek until it was covered in
blood. Not accepting the treatment of poor people towards him, he said a
false report to the police on guard. After hearing the report from the
bourgeois, the police's treatment is more defensive and will bring Fantine
to court. Moreover, the police did not want to listen to the explanation
first and would immediately arrest him
JAVERT: “She will answer for her actions. When you make a
full report.
You may rest assured, M’sieur, That she will answer to the court.
I have heard such protestations. Every day for twenty years.
Let’s have no more explanations”(Hooper, 2012, p. 31).
4. Violence
The working class in the movie is also oppressed by violence from the
people who have power. They shot innocent citizens as well as a small
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child to reduce the chaos that occurred at that time. They did this to scare
the citizens and mess up their revolutionary plans.
Picture 10: Data of Violence Picture 11: Data of Violence
B. Oppressions Reflected through Settings
The setting portrayed in the movie becomes a location where the characters spend
their lives, as the setting mostly contains the character's profession and aspects about
daily activity (Kenney, 1986: 40). The setting of the place that reveals the
oppressions of the characters are shown through the situation of the prison or the
workplace that can negatively impact the workers and even the workers' living
condition. It can be seen from the explanations of both places that the workers, as the
oppressed group, can not have such comfortability from their environment.
1. Toulon port
Toulon Port here is the port belonging to the French army forces as well
as a prison in the city of Toulon. Prisoners were forced to work manually
pulling the damaged ship to be repaired using ropes.
Picture 12: Data of the Setting
In this place, the prisoners were enslaved to do whatever was ordered by
those in power. Many of them received sentences that were very long
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and even up to life sentences even though they made only minor
mistakes. They suffered terribly for their lives during their sentence.
They even call this place hell.
CONVICTS: “Look down, look down. You’re here until you
die”(Hooper, 2012, p. 2).
CONVICT 4: “No God above And Hell alone below”(Hooper,
2012, p. 2).
After a day's work, the prisoners were not given a suitable place to live
in. They were locked back in jail under the dock. They also do not wear
proper clothes. The clothes they were wearing were worn and even torn
because they were not given replacement clothes.
2. Red Light District
Red light district is a former dock in the city of Montreuil, where 3
damaged warships have not been taken care of. And also the largest
center of prostitution and buying and selling place. In this place, the
character named Fantine treated indecently by the bourgeoisie. When
Fantine refused, he was immediately treated more disrespectfully. When
she fought back, the bourgeoisie reports to the police, but unfortunately,
the poor Fantine was blamed and will be arrested. The police defend the
rich more than the poor.
Picture 13: Data of the Setting Picture 14: Data of the Setting
3.1.3 The Working Class Responds To The Oppressions
Class consciousness is required to attain a classless society to try and make the
people in the class understand their status. When they are oppressed, they have to
accept it and understand it and there will be no change in their lives if they do not do
so. Class consciousness itself leads to the self-awareness that participants of the
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working class are members of the proletariat and are participants in this class. Class
consciousness in the movie is shown by Jean Valjean. As Wilczynski has mentioned,
there are two phases of class consciousness. Jean Valjean can see the first step of the
class itself as he learns that they are poorly treated. because he received a parole that
says “extremely dangerous” which caused him to experience a life as dark as
imprisonment. Then he broke the parole letter and threw it over the cliff. This
indicates that he does not want to be locked up forever and he wants to be free from
unfair treatment to him. It reflects that he knows that they are ruled by the
bourgeoisie.
VALJEAN: “I’ll escape now from that world - From the world
of Jean Valjean. Another story must begin! Jean Valjean is
nothing now!” (Hooper, 2012, p. 12).
Besides, the second step of class consciousness, which is the class itself, can be
seen in the movie. At this point, Jean Valjean and more working-class people
understand that there is a class above them that governs society. It is the same with
the case of Jean Valjean, the revolutionary troops and also the other people are also
angry with their condition. It is relevant to the argument that the consciousness of the
class involves the realization among the workers that they are disadvantaged from the
rest of society. The suffering they endured for decades becomes evidence that
indicates the injustice they have to suffer as lower-class individuals. they want to end
it as soon as possible. They invite people to take part in the war to change the
situation and fight for freedom.
Enjolras: “Red!”
Students: “The blood of angry men!”
Enjolras: “Black!”
Students: “The dark of ages past!”
“Red - a world about to dawn!”
“Black - the night that ends at last!”(Hooper, 2012, p. 70).
After Jean Valjean as the main character, the revolutionary army, and other
citizens showing their class consciousness, They know that action is needed to
change the situation and free themselves from oppression. There must be a class
struggle to defeat the upper class. The class struggle shows that one group has taken
action against the other class and is fighting against another class (Bukharin, 1969, p.
298). To achieve social justice and equality, especially economic change. The class
struggle must go ahead. Jean Valjean as the main character in this movie is the one
who starts a class struggle ever since he snatched his parole. After the time skip in
1823, he became a successful businessman and governor. After getting the position
and power, it means that he already has the same power as the bourgeoisie.
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The first act of Jean Valjean showing that he is doing class struggle is when he
goes to the Montreuil city to start a new life so that she can live peacefully without
the supervision of his officers. And also want to get a free life. When he has power
and wealth, for unnecessary things, he definitely doesn't waste. He used his position
so well that he was loved by his people and became the pride of the city. As long as
he is governor, he wants his people to prosper no matter what. He did not want his
past life to repeat to them, because he had sworn to his god. Because of the system
that is not on their side, Jean Valjean understands the pain of the working class.
VALJEAN: “Believe of me what you will. There is a duty that
I’m sworn to do. You know nothing of my life -All I did was steal
some bread. You know nothing of the world - You would sooner
see me dead. But not before I see this justice done!” (Hooper,
2012, p. 40).
After the time skip 9 years later in 1832, they have been living happily in the city
of Paris. But unfortunately, Inspector Javert, who was transferred to the city to calm
the chaotic conditions of the city, returned to meet Javert and Cossette who had
grown up while they were giving alms in the middle of the city. They decided to run
back to their house. Shortly after returning home, they immediately packed their
clothes and belongings to escape to an apartment for a temporary stay and then
moved to England and settled there.
VALJEAN: “This is a warning to us all! These are the shadows
of the
past!. Must be Javert. He’s found my cover at last. I’ve got to
get Cosette away
Before he returns”(Hooper, 2012, p. 79).
VALJEAN: “Hurry, Cosette! Prepare to leave, And say no more.
Tonight we’ll away! Hurry, Cosette! It’s time to close another
door And live another day!” (Hooper, 2012, p. 79).
Revolutionary's first movement that reveals that he is trying to do the class
struggle is when he has finalized their plans and is ready to carry out a revolution
with the people tomorrow morning. The students and the people gathered together to
discuss their plans and to burn their spirits so as not to afraid for their freedom.
STUDENTS/CROWD: “One day to a new beginning! Raise the
flag of freedom high!
Every man will be a king! Every man will be a king! There’s a
new world for the
winning! There’s a new world to be won! Do you hear the
people sing?” (Hooper, 2012, p. 84).
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On the day that General Lamarque's funeral was held, the Revolutionary Army
together with all the citizens sang the revolution song together. The song contains
their fighting spirit and anger about the unfair life they have been experiencing for a
long time.
CROWD: “Do you hear the people sing. Singing the song of
angry men?”
“It is the music of a people. Who will not be slaves again!”
CROWD: “Will you join in our crusade? Who will be strong and
stand with
me? Beyond the barricade Is there a world you long to see?”
(Hooper, 2012, p. 86).
It shows that the other peoples of the working class know that they need to
support each other because the actions of the revolutionary army will bring changes
to their lives. After the chaos, the revolutionary troops returned to their barricades.
The residents helped them to strengthen the barricade by throwing furniture and
various items that could withstand attacks from enemy troops. Although many
residents did not participate in the fighting, but they have helped a lot in making
barricades.
Picture 15: Data of the Responds
The first war broke out very badly, resulting in the enemy's troops losing, and they
were forced to retreat. But on the other hand, the revolutionary troops also swallowed
a lot of bitter pills, many of their friends died, and also the barricades made of house
furnishings began to crumble. Their gunpowder was also wet from the rain. Many of
the revolutionary troops began to hesitate and wanted to withdraw. But the rest of the
revolutionary forces persisted in staying firm.
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ENJOLRAS: “Everybody keep the faith, For certain as our
banner flies, We are not alone -
The people too must rise!” (Hooper, 2012, p. 101).
In the second war, Jean Valjean joined to fight with the revolutionary forces for
his freedom, to solve all his sufferings so far, and for a better tomorrow. All the
revolutionary troops and Jean Valjean were not afraid to die. They would rather die
than live full of sorrow.
ENJOLRAS: “Let us die facing our foes! Make them bleed while
we can!”
COMBEFERRE: “Make’em pay through the nose!”
COURFEYRAC: “Make’em pay for every man!”
ENJOLRAS: “Let others rise to take our place. Until the earth is
free!” (Hooper, 2012, p. 106).
In this war, all the revolutionary troops are lost. At the end of the film tells the end
of their struggle for revolution. For them to die to seize freedom is a better end than
living under oppression.
Picture 16: Data of the Responds
The image shows the revolutionary troops who have died fighting for justice. This
is a testament to the enthusiasm of all working classes in fighting for revolution. They
dare to risk their lives to gain freedom because for them it is better to die than live
forever under pressure. The action of Revolutionary shows that everybody has the
same right but nobody should be oppressed because everybody wants a better life and
makes society a classless society.
3.2 Discussion
One of Tom Hooper's films is Les Misérables. On December 25, 2012, this movie
was first released. In this movie, Tom Hooper portrays a struggle between the working
class and the bourgeoisie, with the main character struggling with capitalist and
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bourgeois oppression.This issue can still be applied to humans today. The story of this
work takes place in France in the nineteenth century, exactly 20 years after the French
Revolution began. As a result, the country serves as a standard setting in which the main
character and the working class battle for freedom.
The Marxist theory was applied by the researchers in this study. Marxism is a
political and economic philosophy founded in the nineteenth century by Karl Marx, a
German philosopher, and Frederick Engels, a German sociologist. Although they called
their philosophy communism, it is known untill today as Marxism throughout the world.
This theory attempts to explain phenomena without stating the existence of a world or
power outside of the natural world in which we live. He was a pioneer in developing a
theory that is still frequently applied today. Other Marxist ideas, such as class theory,
class consciousness theory, and class struggle theory, are also used to support the notion.
The researcher use Marxist theory because it is very suitable for researching topics
chosen by the researcher.The oppression of the bourgeoisie is depicted in the film "Les
Miserables," which depicts the bourgeoisie's oppression as a result of their superior
power and money than the working class. The movie also depicts how the main character,
portrays the working class fighting back for equality and a better living. For such movie
content, researchers believe that it is appropriate to use Marxist theory.
Aside from that, researchers in this study attempted to identify oppression that
experienced by Jean Valjean and other minor characters, because the film depicts the
story of the main character and the working class. Researcher assumes that there are
numerous aspects of this film that can be taken and applied in everyday life. Researcher
can also understand how oppression, inequality, and other issues can be linked to Marxist
ideology.
The gap in power between the two classes produces issues in communities, such as
injustices encountered by the lower class (working class); low wages earned as workers;
poor living conditions; and oppression by the middle and upper classes (bourgeoisie).
The characters in this movie are divided into two groups based on their wealth and
power, namely bourgeoisie and working-class. Since the bourgeoisie have power and
wealth, they do oppression against the working class. They doing things that are
beneficial to themselves, but very detrimental to others. In the movie, these characters
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experience human exploitation, poverty in the family, starvation, and even death caused
by violence.Then, The working class has been encouraged to fight for social justice and
equality within the political-economic system as a result of the upper class's oppression.
The response of the working class is to fight for a revolution. For them, revolution is
not only to get freedom, class equality, or a happy life. but want to fight the fear that is
within them. Many of the working class accepted the situation they were in with
resignation because the bourgeoisie's oppression had been going on for decades and they
were very afraid to fight back. Because they are fed up with the situation they are in, they
wake up and dare themselves to fight for the future they dream of.
Despite the fact that many members of the working class died as a result of the war,
this is a testimonial to the enthusiasm that all members of the working class battled for
revolution and a classless society. They are willing to sacrifice their lives in order to
achieve freedom because they believe it is preferable to die than to live under continuous
oppression. If they do not do so, nothing will change in their lives. The working class
action demonstrates that everyone has the same right and no one should be oppressed.
4. CLOSING
The writer can conclude that there should be two class groups that oppose one another in
the study of class struggle. Two different types of characters are defined in those classes,
which are characters of the working class and bourgeois characters. The writer will reveal
through these descriptions of the different lives of both groups of characters that the
working class is often in bad condition and has a poor standard of life, while the
bourgeoisie can have all thru the wealth and power. The writer also finds the act of
oppression reflected by the condition of the environment through the setting of the place.
The bourgeoisie also provides the prisoners and also the lower class with poor living
conditions. It can be concluded that they are mentally oppressed in an unsuitable
environment by the feeling of uncomfortable living. The reactions to the oppressions
arise after the oppressions faced by the working class. The struggle of the class is the
reaction of bourgeois oppression. In this movie, the working class's response is to fight to
improve their lives, which have always suffered from injustice and they are doing a
revolution against the bourgeoisie. It can be assumed that Les Miserables is a reflection
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of capitalists towards the working class and can become a critique of the prohibition of
the system which oppresses the lower classes.
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